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Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Church at Good Shepherd,

For many years one of the programs that the Archdiocese has offered to parishes is a Liturgy Evaluation Program.  Personnel from the diocese train parishioners on how to use an evaluation tool and then on a given weekend the trained parishioners and the Archdiocesan personnel attend all of the parish liturgies and evaluate.  Those evaluations are then given to the Prayer and Worship committee of the parish for its enlightenment.

In September and October (the weekend of October 5th being the evaluation weekend),  Good Shepherd participated in this program…it was not announced before hand because people being evaluated might have changed their behavior for that weekend and a clear look would have been lost.

Why did we conduct this evaluation?  Sometimes those involved in something are too close to it to be able to look at it critically.  ‘This is the way we’ve always done it’ or ‘this is the way I like it’ is a powerful hindrance to being able to see clearly.  So this evaluation put our way of doing Liturgy under the light of objective criterion and liturgical norms.

Happily the evaluation of the way we, the Assembly and Liturgical ministers, do liturgy at Good Shepherd is overwhelmingly positive.  It is heartening to be so confirmed. Attached is the raw data of the comments sent to us by the Archdiocesan Prayer and Worship office. We all can look in this mirror of evaluation to be complimented and to see those comments that we can learn from and incorporate into how we do Liturgy.

Pope John Paul II has declared October 2004- October 2005 to be the Year of the Eucharist.  This has been a fitting beginning of that year.  As the Second Vatican Council has reminded us …the Eucharist is the source of our life and fullest expression of  who we are as Church.  
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